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The Norwegian Association of Higher Education Institutions (UHR)’s view on the EC “Study on the economic and technical evolution of the scientific publication markets in Europe” 

The Norwegian Association of Higher Education Institutions (UHR) is a co-operative body for Norwegian universities, specialized university institutions, and university colleges. The aims of the Council are: to develop strategies for the Norwegian system of higher education institutions, to promote co-ordination and division of labour within the higher education sector and to serve as a common instrument for the member institutions in their international co-operation.

The UHR would like give its reactions and views to the report “Study on the economic and technical evolution of the scientific publication markets in Europe” which was published 31. March 2006. 

We would like to point out that it is a positive signal that the EC has initiated such a study and we hope that the issues the report is dealing with will be followed up from the Commission. UHR do not have specific comments to the Report’s text but support its overall views and recommendations in general. We believe that each country has a responsibility for making research output widely available. In this feedback, we will give a brief status of the situation in Norway and what we consider to be the main challenges on this topic.

Status in Norway

During the past two years UHR has worked to raise awareness in the higher education and research- sector on issues relating to open access to scholarly literature. UHR encouraged the Government to actively focus on free access to publicly funded research in the White paper on research that was launched in March 2005. In January 2005 UHR distributed a letter encouraging their member institutions to recommend that researchers publish in open access journals with peer review. The recommendation also encouraged further development of institutional repositories that will cover free availability of peer reviewed articles in scientific journals together with other publications in the form of report series, working papers and accepted doctoral theses. Active use of institutional repositories and publishing in open access journals will contribute to a wider visibility of the institution’s research activity. UHR also recommended that their member institutions adopt an Open Access policy.  

Deposit of research articles in institutional repositories implies the establishment of an infrastructure to advance and facilitate open access to publications. During 2005 Norwegian universities and an increasing number of university colleges established or started planning institutional repositories. The project NORA
  (Norwegian Open Research Archives) is a collaboration between the 4 largest universities in Norway and 5 university colleges. The NORA-project is a national gateway for institutional repositories in Norway.  The aim of the project is to harvest metadata from Norwegian institutions’ open repositories, facilitate their collaboration and use, make them searchable and thus make the full text freely available. This will increase visibility; utilization and citation of research publications from Norway, and in particular enable it as a tool for smaller research institutions in Norway. Nearly all the rest of Norway’s university colleges (22 institutions) take part in the BIBSYS-project Pepia. Pepia’s aim is to establish a system that supports procedures and activities connected with electronic publishing at each institution. Estimated date of completion is by the end of 2006. The NORA-project plans to launch the NORA- Open Access Window to be the central web site for scholarly communication in Norway, for students, researchers, librarians and decision-makers. The NORA Open Access Window is complementary to SciCom (http://www.sciecom.org/) in Sweden and the international Sherpa-list.

UHR plans to continue encouraging their member institutions to publish in open access journals and to increase the use of institutional repositories. We recommend that our member institutions adopt guidelines which recommend that authors publish scholarly articles both in journals and in the institution’s own publishing archive. We also think it is important to ensure that all technical and administrative infrastructures are in place and then encourage the institution to adopt guidelines for self-archiving.  In addition to this, UHR also recommends that its member institutions make contributions to solutions which ensure that their publishing archives are compatible with existing cooperative systems of research documentation (FRIDA/BIBSYS-FORSKDOK). This will simplify the routines by which researchers report their publications, and enable a gateway to be set up which will give the best possible complete overview of and access to each institution’s research results.

UHR and Norwegian universities and colleges are also concerned with the intellectual property rights issues that the report discusses. The largest university in Norway, the University of Oslo, has established a working group that deals with ownership of research output. UHR will continue this work together with the University of Oslo to facilitate the situation for its member institutions.  Once there good contracts between the institutions and the researchers are established, it will be easier for the institution to require archiving of the publication in the Institutional Repository.

Another important issue in the report is the VAT-situation. In Norway, there is 25 % VAT on electronic services and UHRs Committees will continue to work against this tax on scholarly electronic publication. We therefore support the report’s suggestion of a tax refund mechanism. 
To conclude, UHR thinks that there is a rapid and positive development in Norway. The NORA project has led to an increased focus on the need for open institutional archives for scholarly information and it is positive that the university colleges and the BIBSYS library system have taken the initiative towards developing a common solution for establishing institutional archives for institutions connected with BIBSYS. 

However, it is still a challenge to involve the Norwegian government, Norwegian public research funding bodies and public research institutions to implement strategic policies that request archiving in Institutional  repositories. 

The EC study has been put forward to both the research committee and the library committee of The Norwegian Association of Higher Education Institutions (UHR) and both committees have signalled the importance of the matter and of involvement on the European level.
UHR is also a member of the European University Association (EUA) and is working to promote the development of access to results from publicly funded research through this organization as well.

Again, we would therefore like to express our interest in the issues of open access and scholarly publication. UHR looks forward to following other European reactions to the EC-report on ”Study on the economic and Technical evolution of the scientific publication markets in Europe”. 

Our institution would appreciate being kept informed of any further development on this issue. We would also be grateful if we were to receive an invitation to the announced conference to be held autumn 2006. 
Yours sincerely,

Ola Stave

Secretary General
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